
INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025, MANCHESTER UK, 28th & 29th June 

WHAT IS THE INVESTMENT SUMMIT ABOUT?

The inaugural UK-ABC Investment Summit in 
Manchester is an exclusive, private, two-day event 
showcasing the best business opportunities in the 
United Kingdom.

The event will be a powerhouse, with a vision to 
become the premier catalyst for connecting high-
growth investment opportunities between the UK 
and the Arabic-speaking World.

The event will highlight an exclusive portfolio of 
technological innovations with global impact, all 
focused on sustainable growth. Our offerings 
include tailored market insights, exclusive 
networking opportunities, tech-showcases, 
discussions, seminars and exhibitions. This will be 
a vibrant event that will also celebrate Arab and 
British culture, w i th  live entertainment to match.

The event is for investors (family offices, HNWs, 
VCs banks), businesses/founders that seek 
investment, and for government agencies and 
Universities that support businesses in the North of 
England. For UK business owners, they will to able 
to expand into The Middle East or seek direct 
investment. If you are a provider of services such as  
IT, banking,  financial, legal, advisory, accountancy 
or consultancy, the Investment Summit will be a 
gateway to your international trade.

INNOVATION IN THE UK

The UK presents numerous business opportunities 
in the field of advanced materials, driven by 
government funding, a strong research base, and a 
growing focus on innovation and commercialisation. 
The industry is supported by organisations like 
Innovate UK, which provide funding, networking, 
and resources for businesses and researchers.

TECHNOLOGIES TO ADDRESS GLOBAL 
CHALLENGES

We will be showcasing on emerging companies 
with scale-up potential in the areas of advanced 
materials such as graphene for applications in 
construction (stronger and lighter concrete), 
storage of electricity and storage of hydrogen and 
agricultural technologies for food security. We will 
showcase new AI applications in medical products 
from diagnostics to robotic surgery. 

REAL ESTATE

We specialise in identifying and securing 
exceptional investment opportunities across 
Manchester, London, and the rest of the UK. 
Whether it's residential blocks, portfolios, income-
generating assets, leisure properties, or off-market 
opportunities, we offer customized solutions 
tailored to your specific goals, utilizing our proven 
expertise and trusted relationships.

Agri-Tech

AdvancedManufacturing

Energy & City Infrastructure



Concorde Conference Centre- Main Hall

13.30- 14.30 Reception and Registration

14.30- 14.40 Welcome Address: Dr. Farid Khan

14.40- 14.50 Keynote 1: Prof. James Baker CEO GEIC
Graphene and Beyond

Advanced Materials

14.50- 15.00 Gareth Thomas CEO Graphite Earth:
Natural Graphene & Graphite applications

15.10- 15.20 David Norman-Cooke, CEO Loginns:
Industrial production of Graphene

Healthcare & AI

15.20- 15.30 Dr. Endre Kiss-Tóth CEO StemcellX:
Veterinary to Human Regenerative Therapies

15.30- 15.40 Dr. F. Chowdhury CEO Landmark Vaccines:
Next Generation of Cancer Vaccines

15.40- 15.50 Dr. Nik Patel & Ben Finlay Ranvier Health:
Diagnosing Depression and Dementia and 
Beyond?

15.50- 16.00 Keynote 2: Amjad Mahmood CEO Rehability:
Neurodiversity Healthcare.

16.00- 16.10 Dr. Julie Wooten CEO Auralis Health:
Precision Health for Women

16.10- 16.20 Waqar Shah CEO Chief AI:
Treating diabetes and cancer detection

Agriculture Technologies

16.20- 16.30 Dr. Beenish Siddique CEO Innovative Hydrogel:
Sustainable Substrates for Agriculture

16.30- 16.40 Dr. Imad Naasani CEO Gennate:
Micronutrient Agri-Tech for High Yields
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Concorde Conference Centre- Main Hall

Financial Solutions

17.10- 17.20 Keynote 3: Dr. Farid Khan Salonica Group:
Infinity Fund and Beyond

17.20- 17.30 Keynote 4 HE Salah Al Nasser CEO Exim Finance:
Funding Sustainable Ventures

17.30- 17.40 Furqan Sheikh Wealth Director RBC Brewin Dolphin:
Shariah Led Investments

18.00 Close Conference Day 1.

Delegate Day 1 SATURDAY 28th June

Keynote Speaker
Prof  James Baker
CEO Graphene 
Engineering Incubation 
Centre, The University 
of Manchester

Keynote Speaker
Salah Al Nasser 
CEO Exim 
Finance

The Concorde Conference Centre is 
located at Runway Visitor Park, Sunbank
Lane, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8XQ.

Concorde Conference Centre- Boardroom

Parallel Session:
Energy & Cities

14.40- 14.50 Keynote 5: Adeel Aslam Director Bouygues UK
From Lifesciences, Hydrogen to Data Centres

14.50- 15.00 Amer Gaffar Director Manchester Fuel Centre:
Hydrogen: Towards a Greener Future

15.00- 15.10 Keynote 6: Phil Forster, MD Teesside Airport,
Taking Off: Hydrogen Powered Airports

15.10- 15.20 Keynote 7: Ammar Mirza CBE, ISS Group:
From North East to NEOM- Trading from Freeports

15.20- 15.30 Keynote 8: Faraz Khan MBE CEO Spectreco:
Real Estate Decarbonisation & Compliance Technology

Real Estate

15.30- 15.40 Sheikh Momin Ahmed, MD WestOne Capital Group

15.40- 15.50 Speaker TBA: Property Concierge
End to end real estate services

15.50- 16.00 Faisal Rashid CEO Westminster Finance:
Financing real-estate

16.00- 16.20 Speaker TBA:
Real estate opportunities in the North West

16.20- 16..40 Speaker TBA::
Real estate opportunities in the North West

18.00 Close Conference Day 1.

19.00-midnight Invitation Only - UK-BC Launch Gala Dinner at 
The Concorde Conference Centre



The British Muslim Heritage Centre - Main Hall

9.00- 10.00 Reception

10.00- 10.10 Welcome Address: Dr. Farid Khan

10.10- 10.50 Fireside Chat: Future Therapies
Chair: Dr. Farid Khan
Panel:
Dr. Endre Kiss-Tóth CEO StemcellX
Dr. F. Chowdhury CEO Landmark Vaccines
Dr. Nik Patel CEO Ranvier Health:
Dr. Julie Wooten CEO Auralis Health
Waqar Shah CEO Chief AI
Amjad Mahmood CEO Rehability

10.50- 11.30 Film Tea  Break- Director Abrar Hussain
Islamic Heritage Filmography (Museum Room)
Stunning footage and simulation of Mecca, 
Medina at the time of the prophet Mohammad 
(PBUH).

11.30- 12.10 Fireside Chat: Carbon Future 
Chair Prof. James Baker
Panel:
Gareth Thomas CEO Graphite Earth
David Norman-Cooke, CEO Loginns
Dr. Beenish Siddique CEO Innovative Hydrogel
Dr. Imad Naasani CEO Gennate
Faraz Khan MBE CEO Spectreco

11.30- 12.10 Fireside Chat: Hydrogen Future 
Chair: Adeel Aslam 
Amer Gaffar Director Manchester Fuel Centre
Phil Forster, MD of Teeside Airport
Ammar Mirza CBE, ISS Group
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The British Muslim Heritage Centre - Main Hall

12.10- 12.50 Fireside Chat: Financing Future Projects 
Chair Omar Majid (Salonica)
Panel:
HE Salah Al Nasser CEO Exim Finance 
Furqan Sheikh, RBC Brewin Dolphin
Faisal Rashid CEO Westminster Finance
Dr. Farid Khan, The Infinity Fund

13.00- 14.00 Networking Lunch Break

14.10- 15.00 Fireside Chat: Northern Real Estate 
Chair Sheikh Momin Ahmed, MD WestOne
Capital Group
Panel
Speaker TBA:
Speaker TBA:
Speaker TBA:

15.00-17.30 Networking For All - Seminar Room

17.30 End of Summit

Delegate Day 2 SUNDAY 29th June

Speaker on 
Agri-Tech
Dr. Beenish
Siddique

The British Muslim Heritage Centre is 
located at College Rd, Whalley Range, 
Manchester M16 8BP

Speaker on 
Stem-Cells
Dr. Endre
Kiss-Tóth

Speaker on 
Women’s 
Health
Dr. Julie 
Wooten-NHS

Fireside Chat 
on Venture 
Capital
Omar
Majid- VC



The Concorde Conference Centre is 
located at Runway Visitor Park, Sunbank
Lane, Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8XQ.

7pm- midnight 
Concorde Conference Centre- Main Hall

Black Tie or National Dress

19.00- 20.00 Reception and Canapes
Guided Concorde tour every 
10mins

20.00- 20.05 UKABC: Dr. Farid Khan

20.05- 20.10 Local Government 
Spokesperson: TBA

20.10-20.15 Afzal Khan MP Welcome

20.15-20.10 Lord Wajid Khan, Leadership

20.15-20.20 Andrea Winders- MIDAS
Investment into Manchester

20.30-21.30 Mains & Dessert Served*

21.30-00.30 Networking & Soft Drinks
Music: Classical Violinist

00.30 Close

By Invitation Only: UK-ABC Launch Gala Dinner 7pm-midnight on Day 1 SATURDAY 28th June

*All courses of food served will be halal and there will be a vegan/ vegetarian option.



INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025, MANCHESTER UKLEADERSHIP & WELCOME

Salah Al Nasser, a sustainability leader, drives positive change for a greener future through innovative initiatives inspiring eco-friendly practices and 
reducing carbon footprints. Under his corporate leadership he has invested across various sectors, including renewable energy, waste management, 
and sustainable agriculture, showcasing his multifaceted approach to environmental stewardship. Salah is an UN ambassador for IIMSAM IGO, 
chairman in Exim Finance, Astra Marine Investments, Mriya Leasing Services, Hotel Company, Yuka Industries and MD in Capacita Power and 
Lewa Group. Driven by a deep responsibility toward future generations, Salah envisions a world with accessible clean energy, wise resource use, 
and widespread environmental awareness. His efforts inspire and lead towards a sustainable, prosperous future.

Afzal Khan MP Lord Wajid Khan

His Excellency Salah Al Nasser

Dr. Farid Khan is a remarkable biotech entrepreneur, who obtained his PhD in protein engineering from the University of Cambridge and previously 
worked for GlaxoSmithKline in drug discovery. He is founder of several biotechs specialising in AI, med-tech, drug development and diagnosis in 
neurodegenerative diseases. He has secured £multi-million funds from private and public sources, formed key interdisciplinary collaborations with 
industry, academic institutions and charities (such as the Welcome Trust) including stakeholders in the UK’s healthcare agenda. In recognition of his 
work in science and engineering and 2014, he was awarded the Fazlur Rahman Khan award for excellence in engineering/ science/ technology by 
Prime Minister David Cameron. Dr. Khan has been interviewed by Bloomberg, The Guardian and the BBC and his work has been published in peer 
reviewed journals. In June, 2019, Dr. Khan was included in the top 100 Asian Stars in UK Tech-a definitive list by Diversity UK in association with 
KPMG and in 2024 he was award ‘Tech Star Pioneer’ by Asians in Tech.

Dr. Farid Khan, Founder UK-ABC

Afzal Khan was elected as the Labour MP for 
Manchester Rusholme in 2024. When Sir Keir Starmer
became Leader of the Labour Party, he appointed 
Afzal as Shadow Deputy Leader of the House of 
Commons and then Shadow Minister for Legal Aid. 
Afzal served as Shadow Minister for Exports in 
Labour’s Business and Trade Team from September 
2023 until November 2023. Recently he has been 
appointed as the United Kingdom’s Trade Envoy to 
the Republic of Turkey.

Lord Wajid Khan of Burnley has been appointed as 
the government's new Faith Minister. He is a British 
Labour Party politician who served as a Member of 
the European Parliament (MEP) for North West 
England from 2017 to 2019, and as Mayor of Burnley
from 2020 to 2021. He has also served as 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Faith, 
Communities, and Resettlement since July 2024. He 
is a Member of the European Parliament, and a 
community and charity organiser.



INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025, MANCHESTER UKKEYNOTE SPEAKER PROFILES

James is the CEO of Graphene@Manchester, which includes the 
business responsibilities for the National Graphene Institute (NGI) and 
the Graphene Engineering Innovation Centre (GEIC), he is leading on 
the creation of the graphene industry ecosystem in Manchester and 
developing the industrial partnerships and collaborations to accelerate 
the commercialisation opportunities for graphene and 2D materials. 
James is a chartered engineer and a Professor of Practice – School of 
Materials. He is a Fellow of the Institution of Engineering and 
Technology and a Fellow of Royal Society of Arts.

Professor James Baker: Graphene and Beyond

Adeel heads up Bouygues’ Multi Discipline Design, Consulting, 
Estimating & Bid and Planning Departments. He spearheads Business 
Development and Strategy. Adeel plays an integral role as a member of 
the business’s Executive Committee (ExCom) and Leadership Team. 
Beyond Bouygues, Adeel is co-founder of the Advanced Manufacturing 
Forum (AMF) North West and an active member of the North West 
Business Leadership Team (NWBLT). He also serves on the Advisory 
Board for the Greater Manchester Electrochemical Hydrogen Cluster 
(GMEHC), representing industry interests

Phil was a reporter for Sky television before he joined Teesside 
International Airport as Commercial Director in 2019. He took on the 
role of Managing Director in 2020. He is responsible for overseeing 
Teesside International and its current transformation to ensure the 
airport is ready for the increase in passenger numbers resulting from 
securing new domestic and holiday services. He is also driving forward 
the redevelopment of the airport masterplan utilising its land and 
assets, the creation of a £200million business park and plans for the 
airport to be net zero by 2035. In 2024.

A multi-award-winning enterprise, investment and innovation expert 
who has helped establish and scale several thousand businesses 
globally through the delivery of world leading accelerator and scale up 
programmes. With a portfolio of interests spanning across numerous 
sectors including property, edtech, health-tech and investment support 
Ammar is recognised as a leading authority on inclusive growth. He is 
founder of the SME Centre of Excellence Group which has helped 
13,500+ SMEs start, survive and thrive and has raised £100m+ of 
investment, with a newly established international trade and 
investment attraction centre at Newcastle International Airport.

Faraz Khan MBE is an award-winning serial entrepreneur, investor, 
and climate strategist with over two decades of leadership in ESG, 
sustainable finance, and impact ecosystems. He is the CEO & Partner 
at Spectreco, a global sustainability technology and advisory firm, and 
the Founder & Director of SEED Ventures, one of Pakistan’s 
pioneering impact funds. Recognized for his cross-market work in 
climate diplomacy, ESG orchestration, and policy advocacy, he was 
awarded an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire) by King 
Charles III in 2023.

Amjad Mahmood: Neurodiversity Healthcare.

Phil Forster Keynote: Taking Off: Hydrogen Powered Airports

Ammar Mirza CBE: From North East to NEOM- Trading from Freeports

Faraz Khan MBE Real Estate Decarbonisation and Compliance TechnologyAdeel Aslam From Lifesciences, Hydrogen to Data Centres.

The Rehability UK Group, led by CEO Amjad Mahmood  is a dynamic 
and innovative family of healthcare companies. Rehability UK is a 
leading Specialist Healthcare provider for Mental Health, Learning 
Disability, Autism, Brain Injury Rehab and Children's Services. We 
have grown from a base in the West Midlands, where we still have our 
Head Office in Birmingham, to include services across the Midlands 
and in both the South East and South West of England and we are 
now expanding into Northern England. The Rehability UK Community 
division is focussed on the West Midlands and the M25 corridor.



INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025, MANCHESTER UKSPEAKER PROFILES

Gareth is a seasoned entrepreneur and pioneer in naturally 
derived graphene, with an extensive network across mining, 
advance materials and technology. Pioneering Deep Tech 
solutions to eliminate carbon emissions, powered by the world's 
purest crystalline vein graphite mines, driving next-gen energy 
storage and sustainable transformation across industries. He 
has co-founded three ventures that explore the potential of 
graphene for energy, electronics, biomedicine, and other fields.

Gareth Thomas: Natural Graphene & Graphite applications

Dr. Endre Kiss-Tóth: Veterinary to Human Regenerative Therapies

Endre is founder and CEO of StemcellX, a company that was 
established to develop regenerative stem cell treatments for 
Osteoarthritis in animals. Their first product for canine patients is 
in advanced clinical trials and the company is expanding its 
portfolio of treatments to benefit other species, including horses, 
camels and exotic animals. Using the know-how from this work, 
he is co-leading the preclinical development of a human stem 
cell-based osteoarthritis therapy at the University of Sheffield

Ben Finlay is the founder and CEO of Ranvier, a health 
technology company developing objective diagnostics for 
depression and neurodegenerative disease. Under his 
leadership, Ranvier has built a novel platform - led by the 
TasteDX test - to tackle the global mental health crisis with 
scalable, clinically proven tools. He brings over 20 years of 
experience in life sciences innovation, launching high-growth 
ventures and forging partnerships across pharma, digital health, 
and health systems. 

Dr Wooton holds a PhD in Health Inequalities and an MSc in Accountancy and 
Finance, she is a globally experienced healthcare leader. She has led some of Greater 
Manchester’s most ambitious and acclaimed pan regional programmes for cardio, 
renal and metabolic conditions and an obesity programmes. She also led high-impact 
national digital health programmes that received formal awards for innovation and 
service transformation, demonstrating her ability to convert complexity into scalable, 
tech-enabled care. With deep credibility, commercial fluency, and a powerful 
purpose, she is now scaling a brand that brings precision, empowerment, and 
longevity to women everywhere, unlocking both life-changing outcomes and market-
defining opportunity.

Dr. Siddique received her BSc in Chemistry from Aston University. In 2012, 
she worked as R&D chemist at Hydrogel Healthcare Ltd and developed 
different materials and Hydrogel for industrial applications. She was awarded 
her PhD in materials from The University of Manchester, UK in 2019. She also 
worked as a postdoc at the University of Birmingham. She is currently working 
full time as a CEO and Scientist of AEH Innovative Hydrogel Ltd. Dr. Siddique 
is an exceptional and ambitious scientist and has won a number of prestigious 
awards for her work in the last 4 years, including over £1Million from Innovate 
UK. Her work at AEH has led to sustainable substrates for improving soil 
quality and for growing food crops without soil.

Dr. Imad Naasani is an experienced pharma and biotech scientist and executive 
with deep expertise in nanotechnology, drug discovery, and advanced 
materials. He held key roles at companies such as Invitrogen/Thermo Fisher 
Scientific and Nanoco Technologies. Imad has led R&D initiatives across both 
industry and academia in the US, UK, and Japan. He is the inventor/coinventor 
of over 50 patents and has published extensively in top-tier scientific journals. 
His work covers a broad spectrum of cutting-edge fields, including 
nanotechnology, cancer research, AI-driven drug discovery, and ageing. 
Currently, Imad is launching a new venture aimed at harnessing the potential of 
nanotechnology in agriculture.

Dr. Imad Naasani: Micronutrient Agri-Tech for High Yields

Dr. Beenish Siddique: Sustainable Substrates for Agriculture

Dr. Julie Wooten: Precision Health for Women

Ben Finlay: Diagnosing Depression and Dementia and Beyond?



INVESTMENT SUMMIT 2025, MANCHESTER UKSPEAKER/ FIRESIDE PROFILES

Omar is the Manager Director of Salonica Group, a boutique investment 
house, offering corporate finance, and committed to providing a 
professional and personal service to its clients. He holds a Master of 
Studies (MSt) from the University of Cambridge and a BSc Bayes 
Business School. The Salonica Group continues to draw inspiration from 
its founding fathers, namely the values of diversity, innovation, integrity 
and connectivity. manages our origination and debt funding 
workstreams. This includes focusing on sourcing acquisition targets and 
structuring debt transactions. Omar is also responsible for creating 
financial value through sustainability-led practises.

Omar Majid: Financing Future Projects

Furqan is a senior wealth director based in London. Here he helps ultra-
high-net-worth individuals and their families with strategic financial 
planning, business coaching and corporate exits. Prior to joining RBC 
Brewin Dolphin in 2018, Furqan worked at Canaccord Genuity Wealth 
Management, holding roles such as wealth planning director and senior 
wealth adviser. He is a chartered member of the Chartered Institute for 
Securities and Investment and a member of the Personal Finance 
Society, having gained his Financial Planning Diploma through them.

Amer is Director of the Manchester Fuel Cell Innovation Centre at 
Manchester Metropolitan University, developing core partnerships with 
SMEs, researchers, industry and policy makers to advance hydrogen 
sector growth including the development of hydrogen and fuel cell 
related industry and employment. Amer also supports colleagues and 
departments across the University to embed green skills opportunities 
for students, including ‘every job is a green job’ careers and employment 
fairs, key sector bodies and public engagement activities.

Momin has over 10 years’ experience in trading, real estate and 
investments. He has played a vital part in developing businesses and 
building strong relationships in Europe, the Middle East and Asia with 
government sectors, funds, HNWI and private investors. Momin is the 
Managing Director of WestOne Capital Group which is a multifaceted 
family office focusing on residential property opportunities within the UK.

In 2017, Faisal was elected as the Member of Parliament for Warrington 
South, and was appointed as a member of the International Trade 
Select Committee, responsible for scrutinising Britain’s overseas trade 
policy. Before his involvement in politics, Faisal enjoyed a 20-year-long 
career in the banking and finance industry in the UK. Faisal worked at 
NatWest Bank and HBOS before establishing his finance business. 
Faisal is a Founder of Westminster Finance Limited, FR Mortgages Ltd, 
and FR Management Consultant Ltd. These companies provide 
financing solution for many businesses.

Andrea is head of inward investment for Life Sciences & Health in 
Greater Manchester, calling on her previous commercial roles to 
develop innovative approaches & strategies to attract international 
businesses to the region. With a varied career, Andrea has won awards 
for innovation, by creating new solutions for old problems, & has 
experience in international sales, local government place leadership, & 
smart cities. The importance of place, living & culture, are as valuable as 
the eco-system, making up the magnetic package for Greater 
Manchester in life sciences & other key sectors.

Faisal Rashid: Financing Real-Estate

Andrea Winders MIDAS: Life Sciences in The North WEST

Sheikh Momin Ahmed: Real Estate Opportunities in the UK

Amer Gaffar: Hydrogen: Towards a Greener Future

Furqan Sheikh: Shariah Led Investments



FOR EXHIBITORS Day 1 SATURDAY 28th June

The Concorde Conference 
Centre is located at Runway 
Visitor Park, Sunbank Lane, 
Altrincham, Cheshire, WA15 8XQ.

LED Screen SEATING
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EXHIBITOR STALLS

EXHIBITOR 
STALLS

1pm- 6pm 

Concorde Conference Centre-
Main Hall

Dress: Smart Business

13.00- 14.00 Set up of Exhibitor 
Stalls

13.30- 18.00 Day 1 Summit 
Speakers 
See Day 1 Programme

18.00- 19.00 Exhibitors to 
dismantle & leave

Exhibitors will be given one 6ft table. A table number will be 
allocated- see the diagram of the location of the table.

Exhibitors may bring any stall which fits the allocated space.
Presentation should fit PowerPoint landscape ppt Widescreen 
(16:9) aspect ratio) for intended talks.

Contact Organiser: Dr. Farid Khan +44(0)7950 847 647



Day 2 SUNDAY 29th June BRITISH MUSLIM HERITAGE CENTRE

9.00am- 5.30pm 
British Muslim Heritage Centre Main Hall

Dress: Smart Business 
09.00- 17.30 Day 2 Fireside Chats Networking

See Day 2 Programme

The British Muslim Heritage Centre 
is located at College Rd, Whalley

Range, Manchester M16 8BP

https://bmhc.org.uk

The Museum at The British Muslim 
Heritage Centre showcases the Al-

Fazari (746AD)-first Muslim to construct 

an astrolabe, used to determine prayer 

times and the direction of Makkah

https://bmhc.org.uk/


We would like to thank our sponsors
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Silver



Preferred Local Hotels


